
VA 113 Forums 
 

Due: at indicated points throughout the term. See Syllabus or module instructions for dates. 

Value: 20% 

Location: Blackboard (located through https://myclass.ufv.ca) 

Topics: As assigned  

 

Background & Rationale: Under normal circumstances, a 20% participation grade weighting in VA 113 

incorporates your grasp of course readings, your participation in course discussions on the readings, as 

well as general course participation. In moving this course online, the participation component has 

switched to a forum component. Forums provide a public space where students can engage actively 

with ideas, share work, and benefit from the critique process.  

In some modules, the forum topic will concern readings/videos around a particular idea (e.g. What is 

original and authentic?), with specific instructions that include questions and expectations for a single 

(1) response to the writing of a peer. This type of forum post is referred to as a “Topic Post.” Most 

weeks, the forums will function as a critique space, requiring you to post your work, often some kind of 

exploratory text, and two (2) responses to the work of your peers. This type of post is referred to as a 

“Critique Post.” 

You will be directed in your modules if you are required to post to a forum. You are not able to post to 

the forum after it closes (Sundays, midnight). Missing a forum post or comment(s) posts will result in a 

grade of zero. Because of the collaborative nature of the forums, it is not possible to make up for a 

missed post. It is your responsibility to schedule your time accordingly.   

Organization: 

Topic Post 

1. A single post responding to one (1) of the question options, between 100-150 words 

2. A single response to the post of a peer; between 50-100 words.  

Critique Post 

1. A single post following the weekly instructions. 

2. Two (2) responses to the posts of peers; each response will be between 50-100 words.  

 

Topic Posts: centre around readings and other sources that help develop a conversation and 

competence around a specified topic. Each “Topic Post” will have specific instructions located within 

Blackboard on the indicated forum. You will be offered two question options to respond to. You will 

choose one question and post your response.  To be successful, you will need to answer the question 

fully, originally and thoughtfully. You will need to cite at least one source from the week’s resources. 



Follow MLA guidelines for in-text citations. Use quotations marks when you quote word for word. Cite 

whenever you directly quote the work of another, or when you reference ideas that come from another 

source even if it is not a word for word quote. 

 MLA In-text Citations 

Citing a Written Work: 

• In-text citations from a written work include the last name of the author, followed by a 

page number enclosed in parentheses. “Here’s a direct quote” (Smith 8). 

• If the author’s name is not given, then use the first word or words of the title. Follow the 

same formatting that was used in the Works Cited list, such as quotation marks. This is a 

paraphrase (“Trouble” 22). 

• When you quote directly from a source, enclose the quoted section in quotation marks. 

Add an in-text citation at the end of the quote with the author’s name and page 

number: Mother-infant attachment has been a leading topic of developmental research 

since John Bowlby found that “children raised in institutions were deficient in emotional 

and personality development” (Hunt 358). 

• When you quote from electronic sources that do not provide page numbers (like Web 

pages), cite the author’s name only. “Three phases of the separation response: protest, 

despair, and detachment” (Garelli). 

 

Citing a Video:  

• In-text citation with author: (Last name, 00:01:15 - 00:02:00).  

• In-text citation with no author or same author and uploader: (“Title of video,” 00:01:15 - 

00:02:00). 

After including correctly formatted in-text citations, you do not have to include full bibliographic 

information for your sources following your post. We are working from limited and shared references, 

and this step is not required in this specific circumstance.  

Your post must fall between 100-150 words. 100-150 words is not a lot of space! Write your response in 

a word document, editing for accuracy and grammar before copying and pasting it into the forum. 

Practice concision; make sure each word and sentence is “doing work” for your argument. Avoid filler at 

all costs! Filler might bulk out your post, but it will not earn you grades. 

Each “Topic Post” has a second component, and that is your response to the post of a peer. In a “Topic 

Post” week, you need to post one response. While you are welcome to post more than one response if 

you feel compelled to, do note that you will only receive credit for the first response graded. Your reply 

must do two things: respond and add. This requirement means you must respond directly to something 

the poster said and add to this discussion in a meaningful way. Simply agreeing with the poster, 

rephrasing what they said or complimenting them are not considered substantially additive. Your 

response must be 50-100 words. 

*Note: your work will be checked for originality and plagiarism. UFV takes plagiarism seriously. Lifting 
ideas and text from the class sources or external sources without proper citation may result in one or 
more of the following penalties as listed in the Student Conduct Policy 310.12: a score of zero, a 
report filed with the Student Conduct Registry, the requirement that the student withdraw from the 



course and or suspension from UFV. See: 
https://www.ufv.ca/media/assets/counselling/Plagarism+and+Academic+Integrity.pdf 

 

Critique Posts: centre around work done in the course and peer feedback. Each “Critique Post” will 

include specific instructions for uploading your work, but the basic structure includes a post with a high 

resolution, well-lit image(s) of the project and two (2) comments in response to the work of your peers. 

Try to spread the feedback evenly where possible. If you see that a peer’s work has not garnered 

responses, it would be wise to comment on their work over the work of a peer who has already received 

ample feedback so that everyone may benefit from the experience. 

Typically, unless you are required to post text, you will not be graded on your ability to post your image 

in a “critique” post week; therefore, your grades will focus on your ability to provide sound feedback in 

your comments. Avoid filler language when offering a critique (“I like/don’t like the blue sky” “You’re 

really good” “I love it/I don’t like it”). This course covers three key components of a critique (formal, 

conceptual and technical). Focus your response on one or more of these components and offer 

something generative for your peer to think about.   

Etiquette for Online Learning 

Online communication lacks verbal and non-verbal cues such as intonation, gestures, stance, and facial 

expressions that are a regular part of face-to-face interaction.  The absence of these cues can quickly 

lead to misunderstandings in the online environment. 

• Keep statements brief and to the point 

• In all your interactions, remember that there is a person behind the written post, who has 
feelings and can be hurt by what and how you interact with them. 

• Adhere to the same standards of behaviour online that you follow in real life, which includes 
acting ethically and following rules and regulations.   

• Do not shout [CAPITALS MEAN THAT YOU ARE SHOUTING]. 

• Do not take other people’s ideas and use them as your own. 

• Respect other people’s time and bandwidth: 
a) Take time to understand the requirements of the discussion. 
b) Do not waste people’s time by asking questions that are not relevant to the forum or 
questions whose answers can be readily found in what has already been written. 

• Make yourself look good online: 
a) Take time to check your spelling and grammar. 
b) Prepare for discussions before engaging in them (don’t skip readings/videos; it will be clear you 
are unprepared). 

• Recognize that all learners in this course come from diverse backgrounds and experiences. Do 
not assume that all learners have the same foundations as your own.  

• Be open to listening and learning.  

• Be open to critiques. They are sometimes hard to hear, but they are not personal. Critiques 
are intended to improve your capacity as an artist. If you consistently reject feedback, you are 
not, in fact, rejecting the commenter(s) feelings, but instead, you deny your own capacity to 
grow. 

 



Rubric: 

 Beginning Developing Accomplished 
Originality  

 
Work shows a beginner 
level of originality. Student 
needs to push their 
response to reflect an 
understanding of practice 
and thought.  

Work shows some 
originality. The submission 
presents a maturing 
communication between 
subject matter and 
contemporary art practice 
and thought.  

Work is innovative. The 
submission shows deep 
communication between 
subject matter and 
contemporary art practice 
and thought. Work is 
provocative and novel.  

Content and Accuracy No care or very little care is 
given to the topic or 
response. A lack of 
connection to the topic at 
hand is clear. Issues with 
accuracy. Evidence from 
the text/sources is 
inaccurately applied or 

missing.  

Work shows some care is 
given to the topic or 
response. A clear 
connection to the topic at 
hand is present, but some 
more idea development is 
needed. Minimal issues 
with accuracy. Ideas are 

somewhat supported with 
evidence from the 
text/sources. 

Work shows great care for 
the topic or response. The 
student is thoughtful and 
clear. A strong connection 
to the topic at hand is 
present, and ideas are fully 
developed and supported 
with evidence from the 

text/sources. No issues 
with accuracy. 

Grammar and style 

 
Issues with grammar, 
readability, spelling or 
structure. Work needs 
more editing. Citations are 
missing or improperly 
applied.   

Some minor issues with 
grammar, readability, 
spelling or structure. Work 
is mostly well-edited. 
Citations are present but 
may need minimal work.   

No issues with grammar, 
readability, spelling or 
structure. Work is well-
edited and to the point. 
Citations are present and 
accurate.   

Responsiveness The submission is not 
thoughtful or does not 
meet the requirements of 
the assignment.  

The submission shows 
some reflection. The 
requirements of the 
assignment are met.  

The submission shows a 
complex conceptual 
reflection. The 
requirements of the 

assignment are met or 
exceeded.  

 


