
VA 113 Exercise #1 (E #1): Freestyle Self-portrait   
 

Note: Module exercises are named after the modules the occur in (1, 2, etc.) and may not be 

consecutive 

Due: in the Module 1 forum space by Wednesday at noon; also submit via “Assignments”  “Exercise 

#1” before Sunday, end of day 

Support: Sketchbook 

Medium: Open choice 

 

Background: This week, we are getting a primer on the elements and principles of design. We are also 

learning about forum posts and getting to know each other. As an introduction assignment, we will 

explore the creative process with a “freestyle” self-portrait that you will share in the forums.  

E #1: In your sketchbook, plan to spend roughly 2 hours planning and executing a self-portrait in the 

style and medium of your choice. This is an opportunity for you to introduce yourself and your creative 

style to the class.  

Note: you must submit your drawing before noon on the discussion forums. You may choose to add 
to the drawing before the final submission at 11:59 pm on Sunday in the “Assignments” section of 
Blackboard. If you do find that your drawing evolves, I welcome you to add new images as the week 
progresses to your forum post to update your peers. 

 

Rationale: We each come this course from a place of different skill levels and stylistic preferences. A 

self-portrait introduction is a multi-level introduction to who you are, what you like, and how you are 

most comfortable creating. Start from a place of familiarity. Do you love collage? Go for it. Are you a pen 

and ink artist? Let’s see it! Do you hate portraiture? How would you handle a portrait that places less 

emphasis on likeness? Find your home.   

Organization: 

The three key components of the drawing are: 

1. A self-portrait  

2. Your sketchbook 

3. The medium/style of your choice 

 

Do: 

• Attack this drawing from a familiar place – do whatever feels “right” to your process as it 
stands today. 

• Have fun  

 



Rubric: 

 Beginning Developing Accomplished 
Originality  

Artistic maturity  

 

Work shows a beginner 

level of originality. Student 

needs to push their subject 

matter choices to reflect an 

understanding of 

developing artistic practice 
and thought.  

Work shows some 

originality. The submission 

presents a maturing 

communication between 

subject matter and 

contemporary art practice 
and thought.  

Work shows originality. The 

submission shows deep 

communication between 

subject matter and 

contemporary art practice 

and thought. Work is 
provocative and novel.  

Accuracy  

Sighting and measuring; 
attention to shape, volume, 

weight and form; attention 

to detail and variety in 

tonal shifts 

 

No care or very little care is 

given to the application of 
material or sensitivity in 

response to the subject. 

Line is interfering with 

accurate form. Little care 

was taken in observation 

and rendering. Most 

proportions are not correct. 

The student’s work lacks 

accuracy or feels 
rushed. Not enough details 

rendered to supplement 

the overall appearance. 

Medium is often applied 

with sensitivity but is 
impatiently applied in some 

areas. Line, at times, is 

interfering with accurate 

form. Care was taken in 

observation and rendering, 

but some proportions are 

not correct. The student’s 

work is mostly accurate 

with a few areas that need 
improvement. Captured 

details to supplement the 

overall appearance. Some 

details like shadows or 

reflected light might be 

overlooked.  

Sensitivity of medium 

application is used to 
describe variation of the 

surface, and shape. Much 

care was taken in 

observing the proportions 

are rendered correctly. The 

student’s drawing is very 

accurate with little need for 

improvement. Captured the 

edges, high, low and 
midranges and essential 

light and shadow 

components to supplement 

the overall appearance. 

Craftsmanship/Finish  

Overall quality 

 

Media or support is sloppy 

or incorrectly worked. 

Drawing is unfinished or 
appears messy and needs 

attention. 

Presentation/composition 

not considered.  

Media is used fairly well but 

could be improved or 

cleaned up. Some areas of 
the drawing may need 

further attention, and more 

consideration needed for 

presentation or 

composition.  

Media is used carefully and 

skillfully. Consideration has 

been given to presentation 
and composition and the 

results show a level of 

accomplishment.  

Scope 

The conceptual strength of 

the work and ability to 
meet assignment 

requirements  

The submission is not 

thoughtful or does not 

meet the requirements of 
the assignment. Parts of 

the assignment are missing 

or inaccurate.  

The submission shows 

some reflection. The 

requirements of the 
assignment are met.  

The submission shows 

complex conceptual 

reflection. The 
requirements of the 

assignment are met or 

exceeded.  

 


