
VA 113 Exercise #3 (E #3): What is Original and 
Authentic? 
 
 

Note: Module exercises are named after the modules the occur in (1, 2, etc.) and may not be 

consecutive 

Due: Submit via “Assignments”  “Exercise #3” before Sunday, end of day 

Submit high resolutions photos compiled in PDF format. Your first image should show the entire 

drawing and take up the whole page. Subsequent images should show details. At least one image 

must clearly show you working on the project at a mid-point in the process of creation. Submit an 

image of your source material (subject matter) along with your drawing. All images must be well lit 

and focused. 

Support: Blue pad 

Medium: Charcoal or conte; mixed media 

 

Background: This week, we are questioning the belief that artistic skill is sacred and original, and instead 

considering the exciting process of artmaking as something that comes from a source of endless 

borrowing and relationality (how art forms relationships to other things and people).  

E #3: You have two choices for Exercise #3, and you may choose only one. 

 

Option 1: Follow the instructions found here to make your room into a giant camera obscura 

https://youtu.be/hsXo4gD7iWI At minimum, you will need a room with a window (a single window is 

best), black garbage bags (or cardboard), an Exacto knife (or scissors), a washer (or a coin), and some 

tape to be able to complete this option. In the video, the man uses a sheet to project the image onto. 

You will not use a sheet. Instead, you will tape your paper against a section of the image. Take photos of 

your process transforming your room. Once you have a reflection on the wall across from the window, 

tape your paper against it, so the image is now reflected on your paper. Using charcoal or conte, trace 

the image as it appears on the paper. The image may feel simple, abstract or detailed, depending on the 

reflection you get, which can vary in brightness and detail. Photograph this action of tracing. When you 

are finished, remove the camera obscura material from the windows. Consider the drawing in front of 

you using what you have learned about the elements and principles of design. Do you wish to change 

anything to strengthen the composition, perhaps? To create tension or balance? Make more marks 

using the same material (charcoal or conte). Your additions may be abstract or inventively naturalistic. 

Take a high quality image of the end result and submit it with your support images to the assignment.  

 

https://youtu.be/hsXo4gD7iWI


OR 

 

Option 2:  Find three works from master artists from art history. Trace the simple outline (don’t worry 

about detail) of the first artwork onto the page using graphite. To trace, you may choose to tape your 

paper to a computer screen that is displaying your masterwork, or to print the masterwork and tape it 

to a bright window using masking tape, with your paper layered ontop. Repeat this process two more 

times until you have three masterworks layered on top of each other using a gentle outline. Document 

this tracing process by taking a picture. Next, place your paper on a flat surface. Consider the strange 

image before you. Document the way it looks with a photo. Think about what parts you find interesting 

and what parts you find unappealing. Think about what you are learning about the elements and 

principals of design. How can you bring more focus to the parts you like and away from the parts you 

don't? Using charcoal or conte, and mixed media (such as a glue stick and torn up sections of the 

masterworks, if you like, or something else that strikes you), create an abstract drawing from the 

mashed-up traced sections.   

Rationale: This exercise forces the student to consider the creative process through challenging 

preconceived notions of originality and creative genius. The artist works to understand how the 

thoughtful consideration of the relational nature of the artistic process is creatively generative. Students 

must actively consider the formal choices as they proceed, further familiarizing themselves with the 

elements and principals of design. 

Organization: 

The three key components of the drawing are: 

1. A process-based approach that involves tracing something that exists external to your drawing 

(reflection or masterwork)  

2. Compositional and formal planning  

3. Additive choices that change the drawing in a new direction 

 

Do: 

• Document throughout using photos. Submit these photos with your assignment package.  

• Take time to plan your additions to the trace. Be thoughtful 

Do not: 

• Overwork the drawing so that the original trace is invisible 

  

Rubric: 

 Beginning Developing Accomplished 
Originality  

Artistic maturity  

 

Work shows a beginner 

level of originality. Student 
needs to push their subject 

matter choices to reflect an 

understanding of 

developing artistic practice 

and thought.  

Work shows some 

originality. The submission 
presents a maturing 

communication between 

subject matter and 

contemporary art practice 

and thought.  

Work shows originality. The 

submission shows deep 
communication between 

subject matter and 

contemporary art practice 

and thought. Work is 

provocative and novel.  



Accuracy  

Sighting and measuring; 

attention to shape, volume, 

weight and form; attention 
to detail and variety in 

tonal shifts 

 

No care or very little care is 

given to the application of 

material or sensitivity in 

response to the subject. 
Line is interfering with 

accurate form. Little care 

was taken in observation 

and rendering. Most 

proportions are not correct. 

The student’s work lacks 

accuracy or feels 

rushed. Not enough details 

rendered to supplement 
the overall appearance. 

Medium is often applied 

with sensitivity but is 

impatiently applied in some 

areas. Line, at times, is 
interfering with accurate 

form. Care was taken in 

observation and rendering, 

but some proportions are 

not correct. The student’s 

work is mostly accurate 

with a few areas that need 

improvement. Captured 

details to supplement the 
overall appearance. Some 

details like shadows or 

reflected light might be 

overlooked.  

Sensitivity of medium 

application is used to 

describe variation of the 

surface, and shape. Much 
care was taken in 

observing the proportions 

are rendered correctly. The 

student’s drawing is very 

accurate with little need for 

improvement. Captured the 

edges, high, low and 

midranges and essential 

light and shadow 
components to supplement 

the overall appearance. 

Craftsmanship/Finish  

Overall quality 

 

Media or support is sloppy 

or incorrectly worked. 

Drawing is unfinished or 

appears messy and needs 

attention. 
Presentation/composition 

not considered.  

Media is used fairly well but 

could be improved or 

cleaned up. Some areas of 

the drawing may need 

further attention, and more 
consideration needed for 

presentation or 

composition.  

Media is used carefully and 

skillfully. Consideration has 

been given to presentation 

and composition and the 

results show a level of 
accomplishment.  

Scope 

The conceptual strength of 

the work and ability to 

meet assignment 

requirements  

The submission is not 

thoughtful or does not 

meet the requirements of 

the assignment. Parts of 

the assignment are missing 
or inaccurate.  

The submission shows 

some reflection. The 

requirements of the 

assignment are met.  

The submission shows 

complex conceptual 

reflection. The 

requirements of the 

assignment are met or 
exceeded.  

 


