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Background: VA 402 is a largely independent endeavour that requires concerted study toward a 

distinctive body of work through thoughtful experimentation and research. The Semester Plan jump-

starts the course, forming a clear path forward, while also leaving space for needed experimentation and 

shifts in direction. Please note that projects can be developed individually or in collaboration with a 

classmate. 

Rationale: Developing a semester plan sets up students with a strong foundation to build up their 

research through theory and method. Not only does the Semester Plan help initiate important learning 

and experimentation, it also sets students up with an expectation for work production, that is 

fundamental for a prolific studio practice. 

Organization: In an effort to make this document as useful as possible and easy to produce, I have 

created a clear template for you to fill in with your particular needs and interests. That being said, this is 

still an academic paper. You are expected to produce a polished, thoughtful and well-edited submission 

that shows a strong connection to research and contemporary art practice and is sufficiently ambitious. 

You should be citing research in key moments to demonstrate how the ideas you are expressing connect 

to other work in your field, critical theory, history, practice, etc. In-text citations will follow MLA style. 

Footnotes are permitted and encouraged where useful. All ideas taken from other sources must be 

referenced, even when they are reinterpreted in your own words. A plagiarism checking software will be 

used during grading. UFV takes plagiarism seriously. Lifting ideas and text from the class sources or 

external sources without proper citation may result in one or more of the penalties as listed in the 

Student Conduct Policy 310.12: a score of zero, a report filed with the Student Conduct Registry, the 

requirement that the student withdraws from the course and or suspension from UFV. See: 

https://www.ufv.ca/media/assets/counselling/Plagarism+and+Academic+Integrity.pdf   

Write meticulously. Your sentences and paragraphs should follow the logical progression of an idea. All 

writing should be doing “work” for your argument. Cut anything that acts as filler. You must choose words 

carefully for both clarity and precision. Leave time to edit thoroughly.  

 

Do: 

• Write and plan according to what you think and feel right now  

• Recognize the importance of starting something… anything!  

• Understand the sanctity of your workflow schedule – don’t let yourself down  

Do not: 

• Become frozen by fear because you can’t picture your final project 

• Be afraid to plan for the exploration of something you do not yet know much about 

https://www.ufv.ca/media/assets/counselling/Plagarism+and+Academic+Integrity.pdf


• Believe that you are tying yourself to a particular idea, process, medium or project just because 
you have initiated a semester plan to explore it. Your plan may evolve throughout the 
semester as a result of peer critique, discussions with the instructor and other faculty, and 
personal development and reflection 



Semester Plan Template 
The following Semester Plan Template provides headings, subheadings and accompanying prompts and 

instructions. Use the same headings and subheadings contained here in your submission. There is no 

word count for this assignment; however, the questions below must be addressed. Each numbered 

prompt will give an approximate expectation for the space needed to address the question(s). This output 

expectation is not a rule, but rather a guide. The most important consideration is that you can adequately 

respond to the questions concisely and clearly.   

*Note: your work will be checked for originality and plagiarism. UFV takes plagiarism seriously. Lifting 

ideas and text from the class sources or external sources without proper citation may result in one or 

more of the penalties as listed in the Student Conduct Policy 310.12: a score of zero, a report filed with 

the Student Conduct Registry, the requirement that the student withdraw from the course and or 

suspension from UFV. See: 

https://www.ufv.ca/media/assets/counselling/Plagarism+and+Academic+Integrity.pdf 

Introduction and Aims 

1. Clearly identify the projected scope of your end-of-term body of work/work in progress. You are 

giving a quantitative description here. What do you think you can push yourself to produce in 13 

weeks? Explicitly note how much of this plan will be realized by midterm. (Two or three 

sentences).  

2. Clearly identify the goal of your final project regarding the larger role it will serve in your future in 

practical terms. Will the work of this term and next push your artistic practice for a future as a 

practicing artist? Do you hope to further develop this project for a strong portfolio with which 

you will apply for graduate studies? Is your work going to serve as a portfolio for a job in a 

particular field? Etc. Why is this research relevant to your future? (Sentence or two) 

Research Title 

1. Provide a working title for the content and direction of your project. 

2. Explain why you chose this working title. (Sentence or two) 

Project Description 

Research Question 

1. What do you want to know, prove, demonstrate, analyze, test, investigate or examine in your 

research? (Two or three sentences) 

2. What research question are you addressing? Example: “How can the concept of “home” find 

visual representation within the perspective of the immigrant experience?” (One sentence) 

Background 

1. What is already known or unknown surrounding this topic? Set the scene for your specific 

research. Where would you position your work in the larger picture of contemporary art practice, 

philosophy, etc.? You may wish to describe artistic aesthetics, cultural traditions, and/or 

interdisciplinary research that relates to your work (perhaps the work proposed is intensely 



personal/subjective but transcends own situation by invoking broader questions; perhaps 

scientific research forms the core concepts; perhaps the work intersects sculpture, photography, 

architecture, the environment, performance, video, installation; perhaps your practice starts with 

a playful exploration of materials and unknown destinations in the tradition of particular thinkers 

or artists you whish to reference? (Paragraph or two) 

2. If you have not directly addressed this in the previous question, what ideas have you already 

drawn from? What/whose theories or ideas already inform your work? (Two or three sentences 

with citations) 

3. What is your personal connection to the project? If you have no personal connection, what 

qualifies you to explore this theme or idea? (Paragraph) 

4. Are you furthering a body of work you have already been developing? If so, what new direction 

are you taking? What will this direction add to the conversation? (Three or four sentences) 

Methodology 

1. What methods will you use to address your research problem? What do you need? (specify any 

special equipment, software or material). (Sentence or two) 

2. What kinds of experimentation will you toy with this semester? (Three or four sentences) 

3. Search out and provide the names of at least three artists you would like to research. Provide an 

explanation of what aspects of their work relate to your project (for example, is the artist a 

stylistic reference? Do they grapple with a similar research question? Have they successfully 

addressed a problem you anticipate cropping up in your own work?). (Brief sentence or two per 

source) 

4. Search out and provide the bibliographic data for at least three readings you will take up this 

term to explore your topic in more detail. Using the abstracts/summaries of the texts, explain 

what part of your project these readings seem to address for you to deepen your knowledge of 

your topic? (Brief sentence or two per source) 

Conclusion 

1. What is the significance or rationale of your project? Why is your work important or innovative 

for knowledge, society, etc.? (Paragraph) 

Bibliography 

Include bibliographic information for any in-text citations used above. 

Work Flow 

Here is a workflow schedule for you to customize by moving tasks according to your personal life, work 

and school commitments. Items in bold are not open to customization. Items that are italicized are ones 

you may customize. Keep the following in mind when customizing: 

1. During weeks with a forum component, aim to post to forums on a consistent day at some point 

between Monday-Wednesday at noon. For example, if Monday afternoons work best for you, 

stick to Mondays, so you don't forget to post. Pick a consistent day from Wednesday at noon, 

until Sunday evening, to visit the forums and respond to peers. Stick to that day. Write all dates in 



your calendar to remind you. If you are posting, don’t forget to schedule a time to return to the 

forums to read responses to your post.  

2. Schedule a min of 10 hours weekly for course tasks. If you are someone who needs more time for 

coursework, reading or studio experimentation, plan accordingly. 

Edit and submit the workflow chart below with your Semester Plan 

STUDENT WORKFLOW        
Mon. Tue. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. Sun. 

New module opens 
 
Forum opens  
 
Take a moment to 
review the week’s 
tasks and course 
schedule, so you don’t 
miss a deadline. 
 
0.5 hours of reading or 
research on research 
topic 

+- 1 hour 
Post to 
forum 
 
2.5 hours 
studio 
time 
 

 

2.5 hours 
studio time  

+- .5 hour 
Respond to 
peer posts on 
forums 
 
2 hour course 
work 
 

  +- .25 hour 
Return to forum 
and read 
through 
instructor and 
peer feedback 
 
1 hour flex 
studio time or 
course work 
 
Forum closes 
(11:59 pm) 

 

  



Semester Plan Rubric: 
 Beginning Developing Accomplished 
Content  
 
 

Student shows very little 
understanding of the subject 
matter and thoroughly 
misinterprets the requirements 
for the class. The student 
struggles to lay the groundwork 
for their project, is unaware of 
where their research fits into 
current knowledge and/or 
struggles with applying a 
methodology. Content is lacking.   

Student shows some understanding 
of the subject matter, but confusion 
is evident in some aspects of the 
proposal or plan. The student may 
have some issues trying to lay the 
groundwork for their project, are 
unaware of where their research 
fits into current knowledge or 
struggles a little with applying a 
useful methodology. Content is 
developing.   

Student shows an understanding of 
the subject matter, and it is evident 
in the execution of the proposal or 
plan. Proposal shows an integration 
of advanced concepts. The student 
is able to lay the groundwork for 
their project, and they are 
reasonably aware of where their 
research fits into current 
knowledge. Methodology is strong 
as is content. 

Creativity, 
Ambition and 
Timeline 
 

The project proposed is not 
creative, original or particularly 
ambitious. The student is 
unorganized. Project has a low 
potential for success. Timeline or 
workflow is unacceptable  

The project proposed is fairly 
creative, original or ambitious. The 
project has potential for success. 
Timeline and workflow is 
acceptable 

The project proposed is original, 
creative and ambitious. and the 
project has a good potential for 
success. Timeline and workflow 
shows strong motivation. 

Organization & 
Structure  
 
 

Organization and structure 
detract from the message. 
Paragraphs are disjointed and 
lack transition of thoughts. Some 
questions are not addressed. 
Headings are not present or 
incorrect.  

Proposal is somewhat easy to 
follow. Paragraph transitions need 
improvement. Some issues are 
present with subheadings or 
questions. Responses demonstrate 
some inability to practice concision 
or clarity.  

The structure is clear and easy to 
follow. Paragraph transitions are 
present. The conclusion is logical. 
The paper addresses questions 
logically, clearly and concisely. 
Subheadings are used 
appropriately.  

Grammar, 
Punctuation & 
Spelling, Style 
 
 

The paper contains numerous 
grammatical, punctuation, and 
spelling errors. The language uses 
jargon, flowery language or 
conversational tone. The student 
is inconsistent in the correct use 
of MLA format. Several 
formatting errors. 

The paper contains few 
grammatical, punctuation and 
spelling errors. Language 
sometimes lacks clarity or includes 
the use of jargon, flowery language 
or conversational tone. The student 
is consistent in the correct use of 
MLA format, with a few formatting 
errors. 

The student demonstrates 
consistent correct us of the rules of 
grammar, usage, punctuation, and 
spelling. The student is consistent in 
the correct use of MLA format. 
Language is clear and precise; 
sentences display consistently 
strong, varied structure.  

 

 


