
VA 402 Research Presentation 
 

Due: On week assigned (weeks 5, 6), in the forums 
Value: 10% 
Format: 10-minute video; PowerPoint video with audio recorded; other video options. Consult instructor.   
Citation Style: MLA format, if needed. 
 
Background: In your semester plan, you outlined six readings and artists relevant to your research. You 

may have augmented this list as your work has progressed or through feedback from your peers and 

instructor. It is expected that you have been actively investigating ideas to push your creative practice 

and conceptual organization. Your research presentation will touch on two key thinkers, theories, or ideas 

that are developing in and through your work.  

Rationale: Holding students accountable to the research process ensures an active conversation 

transpires between the creative work being produced and the broader histories, politics and theories that 

shape knowledge. 

Organization: In an effort to make this Research Presentation as useful as possible and easy to produce, I 

have created a clear template to help guide the direction of your presentation. That being said, you do 

not need to follow the template in pacing, order or content. The template seeks to offer you the best foot 

forward for rich and thoughtful content. You are expected to produce a polished, reflective and well-

edited submission that shows a strong connection to research. You may present through a compilation of 

images and audio, or record yourself giving the material. All ideas taken from other sources must be 

referenced, even when they are reinterpreted in your own words. If you are recording yourself, you make 

the references clear by articulating who/where the ideas originate verbally. If you are recording audio 

over images, using PowerPoint or other software, you can cite ideas using text at appropriate points.  

 

Do: 

• Organize what you will say beforehand 

• Practice! 

• Talk slowly, clearly and audibly  

• If filming yourself or visuals, use a strong light and high resolution  

• Use visuals to help convey ideas 

• Form a clear connection between the ideas being discussed and your own research   

Do not: 

• Use slides with walls of text 

• Move too quickly through visuals 

• Lose sight of your own research when talking about the ideas that inform it. Connect back! 



Research Presentation Template 
Your research presentation will touch on two critical thinkers, theories, or ideas that are developing in 

and through your work. You may wish to conduct the process in the outline below for each point, 

allocating five minutes for both. 

 

Introduction and background  

1. Do some basic research about your key thinker, theory, or idea so that you can show us where 

they/it ‘fits’ in history and the legacy of human thought 

2. Mark out and define key terms and/or terms that are confusing to you. Make sure terms are 

defined in a way that is consistent with the text. Just Googling them is often quite inconsistent 

with how they are used in your particular text. Be careful. 

3. Express why you chose to explore this key thinker, theory, or idea. 

Innovation and Possibilities 

1. Identify the central intervention of your critical thinker, theory, or idea. What are they trying to 

prove or explain? What transpired? What are the possibilities you see? 

2. You may identify the key sections and argumentative moves of the text/idea. Be concise. Only 

include salient sections. Practice smart reading and note-taking strategies and reflect those 

efforts in this section 

Relation to my Research 

1. Here is a section where you can include a few words about how you might incorporate these 

thoughts into your research.  

2. Note commonalities and tensions between your research and the work of the scholar, artist, 

theory or idea. 

Conclusion 

1. Lasting impressions? What did you learn/take away from this thinker, theory, or idea? 

 

  



Research Presentation Rubric: 

 Beginning Developing Accomplished 
Content  
 

 

Student shows very little 
understanding of the 

subject matter and 

project is 

underdeveloped. The 

focus and main points of 

the work are not defined. 

Key ideas are not 

developed. Conclusions 

are not supported by 
evidence.   

Student shows some 
understanding of the subject 

matter, but confusion is 

evident at times. The focus 

and main points of the work 

are identified but may be 

confusing to the viewer. The 

evidence is present but does 

not always fully support the 

focus of the work. Conclusions 
that are drawn may not flow 

from the body of the work or 

fully connect to the student’s 

work. 

Student shows an 
understanding of the subject 

matter, and it is evident in the 

execution project. Work 

shows integration of advanced 

concepts. The focus and main 

points of the work are 

evident. The focus is 

supported by factual evidence 

throughout the project. 
Accurate conclusions are 

drawn that fully connect to 

the student’s work.  

Organization & 

Structure  

 

 

Organization and 

structure detract from 

the message.Segments 

are disjointed and lack 

transition of thoughts. 
Timeframe is not met or 

exceeded, demonstrating 

an inability to practice 

concision. 

Structure of the presentation 

is mostly easy to follow. 

Transitions need little 

improvement. Timeframe is 

met or slightly exceeded. 
 

The structure is clear and 

easy to follow. Transitions are 

smooth. The conclusion is 

logical. The presentation falls 

within the required timeframe.  

Delivery 

 
Presenter was 

unenthusiastic. Lack of 

eye contact, poor voice 

volume, tone, and 

pacing. Issues with 

visuals. 

Presenter was mostly 

successful. Good eye contact, 

voice volume, tone, and 

pacing. Visuals mostly 

supported the presentation.  

Presenter was enthusiastic 

and kept the audience's 

attention. Great eye contact, 

visuals, voice volume, tone, 

and pacing.  

 
 


